
International Regattas 

Trailers 
To help with the transport of boats the class has 2 large multi boat trailers and a 2 boat rib 

trailer.   These can be borrowed from the class for a small charge and are currently stored 

on the South Coast.  If you would like any information on using these trailers please contact 

Robert Vose.   

The newest trailer is Heindrick from Germany.  

  

This trailer takes 6 boats and 12 masts.   The advantage is the boats are transported in their 

normal flat position and can contain sails and light items.  The boats sit on purpose made 

aluminium trolleys.  

The trailer when loaded is 10M long and 3.6M high.  It should only be towed by vehicles 

capable of towing weights in excess of 2.5 tonnes.  If booking an RYA van then check this is 

capable of towing large trailers.  Note that with the trailer the loading limits assumes no 

passengers. 



When planning long journeys you should take into account that the maximum speed when 

towing these trailers is 60mph.  In practice we have found that the average speed is more 

like 45-50 mph or even less if going over high terrain.  It is almost impossible to overtake an 

artic travelling at 59mph.   

 

This is Hilda.  This trailer can be configured to take either 6 boats or 4 boats and a rib.  Re-

configuration takes about a day as the axle has to be moved and re-aligned.  As can be 

seen form the picture the boats are held at around 45 degrees.  This means nothing can be 

stored inside and all equipment must be transported in the towing vehicle.  

As for Heindrick this trailer must be towed by a vehicle capable of towing in excess of 2.5 

tonnes.     

Great care should be taken when assessing the towing vehicle.  The quantity of equipment 

taken with each boat is not insignificant.  A team of 6 boats is likely to have equipment, 

spares and personal baggage approaching ½ tonne.  6 boats and spare masts is around 

600kgs.  

 

ET Rib 

The class ET rib is also provided with an A frame which can accommodate 2 boats as well 

as the rib.  Again care should be taken with the towing vehicle.  The ET rib and trailer are 

heavy and the load on a traditional family saloon care could be excessive.   

 



RYA Ribs 

The RYA has a number of ribs available and these can be configured with A frames for 

transporting 2 boats.   

United 4 
A series of 4 weekend regattas for several classes including 420ôs, between April and 

September at Medemblik, Workum and Roompot. All relatively easy to get to. Details 

available on www.united4sailing.org  Team up with another family and you can keep costs 

down by taking a double trailer. Each weekend is a separate event so you donôt have to 

enter them all.  

Kiel week 
This is normally held mid June in Kiel, Germany. It is one of the main international 

competitions on the Calendar (of most countries) prior to the Worlds/Euros/Jnr Euros 

although it does tend to be during school time. It is where most of the leading teams test 

themselves competitively ï from as far afield as the Far East and N America ï before the 

summer round, including several ISAF Youth Worlds teams. A varying number of GBR boats 

have attended over the last few years. For a few, it has the added relevance of the Olympic 

Classes in the preceding days and live music every night. Donôt under estimate the drive 

which is circa 13 hours from Calais but if you can get someone to do the delivery trip sailors 

can fly to Hamburg. Camping is easy if you donôt mind mud if it is wet!   

 

 

Flanders Youth Regatta 
This is normally held early July in Nieuwport, Belgium out of the KYCN Yacht club which has 

excellent facilities.  This is an easy regatta to get to being only 1 ½ from the channel ferry 

ports.  It is also an excellent regatta to gain initial International experience.  

There is plenty of accommodation in small B&Bs, holiday parks or hotels on the beach front.  

Camping is also permitted on site although the ablutions are not to every ones style. 

Belgium has more Michelin stared restaurants than France so there is plenty to occupy your 

time on shore lunchtime and evening.  The Royal Belgium Air Force Yacht club is an 

excellent venue for refreshments.  

The RYA normally supports the GBR team and sends 1 or 2 coaches and ribs to this event. 

I am very familiar with this location and happy to provide detailed information.  

French Nationals 
The French Nationals are held on the Channel coast anywhere between Brest and Le Havre.  

Normally the timing is shortly after the Flanders Youth regatta and in the past GBR teams 

http://www.united4sailing.org/


have travelled to Flanders and then on to the French Nationals.  They are very relaxed and 

these channel ports can be very attractive places for a family holiday.  Racing is unlikely to 

start before 14:00hrs.  

As the event normally clashes with the International European events the top French and 

International sailors are unlikely to attend.  Thus the event is well suited to those wanting to 

gain some foreign completion experience.   

If sufficient demand is present the RYA may provide rib and coach support.  

French National d'automne 
This is a large regatta held outside Carcans Maubission near Bordeaux normally in the last 

week of October.  Last year it was part of the French World Championships selector series 

and held in La Rochelle.  

The entries are mostly French but there are is often a large team from Spain and often a few 

boats from the Benelux countries.  The Swiss have also been known to send a small team.  

As this is a major holiday area there is plenty of accommodation, although some holiday 

parks may not be open after 31st October.  

The RYA may choose to send a GBR team to this event.   Having been to this regatta I can 

provide you with detailed local knowledge.  

Imperia 
This regatta is held near Naples in early December.   In the past few years it has been 

dogged with poor wind conditions at that time of year resulting in very little actual races 

being completed although others have experienced great racing.  The timing also means it is 

a couple of weeks before the school holidays so not ideal for those in exam years but it is 

held over a long weekend so you donôt have to miss too much school..   

In the past the boats have been sent early by road, about 2 days (24hrs solid) driving and 

the sailors fly in and out from Nice.  

Blanes 
Taking place after Christmas over the New Year, just up the coast from Barcelona, an 

excellent opportunity to get experience in the Mediterranean.  A slightly sleepy town out of 

season means accommodation is reasonably easy and cheap to find, although it can be cold 

even in the Mediterranean in December and many places donôt have central heating so take 

a hot water bottle.   

Boats can be transported by road, about 2 ½ days with the sailors travelling by air to 

Barcelona or Girona.  There is a very good train service from Barcelona airport to Blanes. 

Although predominately Spanish the regatta does attract entries from Italy and France.    



2012 Dates 
 

United 4  

Medemblik  14-15 April 2012 

Workum 5-6 May 2012 and 1-2 September 2012 

Roompot 29-30 September 2012 

www.united4sailing.org 

Dutch Youth Regatta - Workum 

17 ï 20 May 2012 ï entry opens 5 March 2012 

www.dutchyouthregatta.org 

Kiel Week  

16-24 June 2012  (420ôs tbc but likely 20 ï 24 June 2012)  

www.kieler-woche.de/eng/englishdefault.php 

Flanders   

30 June ï 4 July 2012 

www.nieuwpoortweek.be 

 

 

French Nationals 

The French 2012 Nationals are in Trebuerden 14-19 July.   This is in the bay of Morlais and 

for those who went to the Optimist regatta, the opposite side of the bay to Carantec.  

Trebuerden is a typical Brittany holiday resort.  Access is via the ferry ports of St Malo or 

Roscoff.   Sailing is off a beautiful sandy beach, although at springs the tide does go a long 

way out.  Off shore there are lots of small rocky outcrops and whilst a danger to navigation 

they do provide a perfect growing zone for oneôs lunch if you like Fruit de Mare.  

I have sailed to Trebuerden many times and know the location very well.  So please do 

contact me if you need any information or persuading to go to this excellent resort.  

We really want to try and send a good team to this event.  

As yet we donôt have the dates for all the other open regattas.   

 

http://www.united4sailing.org/
http://www.dutchyouthregatta.org/
http://www.kieler-woche.de/eng/englishdefault.php
http://www.nieuwpoortweek.be/


Future Worlds & European Regattas  
 

2012 

Worlds   Austria 

Junior Europeans Lake Garda, Italy 

2013 

Europeans  Valencia  (possible that this may be upgraded) 

Junior Europeans Pwllheli 

2014 

Junior Europeans Poland 

2015 

Junior Europeans Bulgaria 

 

 

If you would like any further information on any of these International Events please contact 

Robert Vose ï robert.vose@btconnect.com    

+44 (0) 7836272044 

mailto:robert.vose@btconnect.com

